Edinburgh Sheriff Court AWI User Group
Minutes of meeting on Thursday 20 February 2025 at 4:15pm by Webex

Present:
Sheriff Fife (Chair)
Sheriff Keir
Sheriff Sharp 
Sheriff Walls
Magda Markow, (Group Secretary), Civil Department
Mary Hughes, Civil Department 
Dave Young, Head of the Civil Department 
Alex Young, Civil Department
Cameron Young, Civil Department 
Fiona Brown, Office of the Public Guardian 
Wendy Dalgleish, Scottish Legal Aid Board
Gary Burton, solicitor, Anderson Strathern
Helen McGinty, solicitor and safeguarder 
Raymond Fairgrieve, solicitor and safeguarder
Scott Archibald, solicitor on behalf of Midlothian Council 
Lynne Lind, solicitor, TC Young
Sheila Byth, solicitor, McKinnon Forbes
Elizabeth Horsfall, safeguarder
James Hyams, Blackadders
Martin Monaghan, Caesar & Howie
Rebecca Simpson, Drummond Miller 
Jacqueline Tainsh, MCM Solicitors

Welcome
Sheriff Fife welcomed everyone and introduced new members of the User Group: Martin Monaghan, James Hyams, Rebecca Simpson and Jacqueline Tainsh.
Apologies 
Apologies were received from Sheriff Stirling, Sheriff Auchincloss, Sheriff Dickson, Suzanne Ross, Dianne Millen, Emma Jackson, Richard Thompson, Catriona Watt, Lucia Clark and Ellen Bond.
Minutes of meeting of 22 August 2024 
Approved
Matters arising
None
Stats overview
Dave Young and Mary Hughes compiled a stats overview, giving comparative figures for calendar years 2023 and 2024. Although the number of new applications in 2024 was less than in 2023, the AWI court had been busy all year. There had been an increase in the number of contentious/complex cases with multiple hearings required.

The number of new applications in 2025 was up from 2024. The court was also appointing more safeguarders.

AWI Practice Note No 1 of 2024: RE-FRESH PN2025
Work is being undertaken to update the current AWI Practice Note for Lothian and Borders.
Awi Court Generally
· Extra slots can be offered if court programme permits 
· Particularly urgent applications can be heard at short notice if required.
· There will be a ‘festive period’ court in December 2025 to manage case numbers effectively
· Overall improvement in accuracy of draft interlocutors
· AWI team members are Family Team Deputes: Magda Markow, Ciara Megarrell, Alex Young and Cameron Young, led by Mary Hughes.
· The current list of safeguarders has 20 names. We do not need to add to the list at present, but we will always consider any application for appointment as a safeguarder.
Public Guardian
· Fiona Brown circulated an update on the Office of the Public Guardian in advance of the meeting. 
· Four Jurisdictions Adult Capacity Conference took place in November 2024, Feedback was very positive: resounding success in terms of content and networking opportunities. 
· Visit from OPG team to see AWI court in action to be arranged for spring 2025. 
AOCB
Level of caution
Following discussion with the OPG, the AWI sheriffs are agreed that the default for finding caution will be assets of £1,500+ in all cases, except on cause shown

Legibility of medical reports
If the report is not legible, it will be returned to agents.

Date of next meeting
Next meeting will take place in-person on 28 August 2025 at 4:15pm at Edinburgh 
Sheriff Court.
