MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE CRIMINAL COURTS RULES COUNCIL 

IN PERSON AND VIA WEBEX TUESDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2025
Present:

Lord Justice Clerk (Chair) 

Sheriff Paul Brown 

Dr Gabrielle Watson, University of Edinburgh 

Stuart Munro, Solicitor 

Stuart Fair, Justice of the Peace
Anna Donald, Scottish Government
Ian Dickson, Scottish Legal Aid Board 

Sheriff Iain Fleming

Michael Gallen, Solicitor 

Lord Mulholland 

Laura Buchan, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 

Wendy Robertson, Sheriff Clerk
Michael Meehan KC, Faculty of Advocates 
Kate Wallace, Victim Support

Secretariat:
Edward McHugh (LPPO)
                                       Esther Tatton (LPPO)

                                       Elaine McHugh (LPPO) 

Apologies:

Lord Matthews




Sheriff Cruickshank
Ruth McQuaid, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 
Frances McMenamin KC, Faculty of Advocates 

Item 1: Welcome and apologies
1. The Chair welcomed members to his first meeting as Chair of the CCRC. He noted apologies.
Item 2: Minutes and matters arising [Paper 1]

2. The Chair updated members regarding items 4 and 6 of the agenda of the meeting on 16 October 2024. He confirmed that the draft instrument regarding the National Security Act which had been approved by the CCRC on 16 October 2024 and the separate rules request approved by the CCRC on the same date had, for reasons of efficiency, been combined in one instrument, with some minor changes regarding the intimation provisions. These changes had been approved by Lady Dorrian. The Chair also confirmed that the instrument was made as S.S.I. 2025/47 on 20 February 2025 and will come into force on 26 March 2025.
3. The minutes of the meeting on 16 October 2024 were approved and it was agreed papers 2-4 were to be treated as private.

Item 3: Scottish Government update [Paper 2- private]

4. The Chair thanked the Scottish Government for their update highlighting various pieces of legislation which may impact on the work of the Council. Anna Donald indicated that she was pleased that the paper was useful and that she would welcome members highlighting any issues on which they would like more information. Anna Donald also indicated that the Scottish Parliament Bill Program is unlikely to change as the Scottish Government go into year 5 of their term. 
5. Members considered the paper. There were no action points arising for the Council at this time.

Item 4: Rule Change Request: Sexual Offence Notification Requirements – (Rule 20.3A Rule 20.3A (4), Forms 20.3A-B and 20.3A-C) [Paper 3 - private].
6. Members considered the rule change request and discussed points arising.  
7. The Council agreed that further information would be useful to ascertain how interested parties, such as the accused and the complainer, would be made aware of the notification period if it were not recorded in the existing court forms. 
8. The Chair asked LPPO to take forward obtaining further information around the relevant processes.
9. Consideration was continued until the next meeting. 

Item 7: Rule Change Request: Simplified Vulnerable Witness Notification [Paper 4 - private]. 
10. Members considered the long-running rules request from the Scottish Government in connection with commencement of section 6 (using only standard special measures) of the Vulnerable Witnesses (Criminal Evidence) (Scotland) Act 2019. Members considered the updated version of the rules request and discussed points arising.  The Council decided that it was not necessary to progress the rules request.
Item 8: AOB
11. There was no AOB.
Item 11: Date of next meeting
12. The next meeting is due to take place on 21 May 2025.
