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MINUTES OF MEETING
SCRC IT COMMITTEE ON 13 MAY 2005
AT
EDINBURGH SHERIFF COURT

Present:

Sheriff I Peebles (Chairman)
Mr J d'lnverno
Mr J McCormick
Mr Alan Johnston
Mr D Morris
Mr P Cackette,
Mrs G McKeand, Secretary SCRC
Miss K Stewart, Committee Secretary

1.

Apologies:

2.

Minutes of Previous Meeting

D Bruton, Sheriff Fletcher

The minutes of meeting of 28 January 2005 were approved. There were no matters
arising.

3.

Project Timetable

Mr Morris advised that Scottish Courts Service (SCS) were currently heavily involved
in various other initiatives which would utilise the majority of Electronic Service
Delivery Unit (ESDU) resources in the short term. He advised however that a project
manager (Colin Armstrong) has been appointed to oversee this and other projects.
The committee discussed a number of questions regarding timescales for taking the
project forward. Mr Morris advised that Mr Armstrong will be preparing a report for
SCS management board on all areas of the project including resource implications.
SCS requested that parties' access and access by the general public to online
viewing of a process be postponed from project proposals at this time. This was
discussed by the committee at length with the following suggestions offered by
members:

.
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postpone allowing access
have different levels 'of access
removing cases of a confidential nature such as those involving children from
the system
feasibility of access to procedural information via a 'bulletin board' containing
information on the current status of a case

The committee agreed that it needed to know the position on the request for legal
advice previously made to OSSE on access to court records before any options
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could be assessed. There was general discussion on how addressing these
questions will impact on the project timetable.

The committee agreed that the issue should remain in the timetable and that
advice from OSSE was essential before considering this matter further. The
request will be reconsidered at next meeting after advice is received. The
secretariat willwrite to OSSE.
Mr Armstrong will be invited to join the committee.
Mr Morris, Mr Armstrong and the Secretariat will revise the overall project
timetable before the next meeting.

Advice from OSSE - electronic signatures

4.

The committee requested the secretariat to seek a response (if not all at least
in part) to point 1 of the original request 1 month prior to the next meeting.
The committee noted that the terms of the response received did not fully answer the
questions posed at point 2.
Members agreed that Section 7 of the Electronic Communications Act 2000 is
authority to remove any impediment for the use of electronic signatures.
A system to authenticate judiciary and clerks signatures and for solicitors firms to
sign up to was discussed. Mr Morris advised that the procedure for authentication
can be set up by SCS ESDU and that the Court of Session was piloting electronic
submissions via a website based system later this year.

The secretariat was asked to write to OSSE on the following points:

.
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5.

Advising that the committee are of the opinion that the terms of the
Electronic Communications.Act 2000 can be used.
Requesting OSSE to formulate wording using the terms of Electronic
Communications Act 2000 for Ministers to pass legislation allowing
Courts to use electronic signatures.
Seeking advice on whether court rules will be necessary and if so the
feasibility of an 'all encompassing rule'
Additional Consultation Responses

The committee considered the information produced by the Secretariat and were
pleased to note that respondents supported the option of lodging documentary
productions electronically.
There was detailed and lengthy discussion on the practicalities and resourcing
issues that this would present to SCS.

The committee were advised of the work in hand in criminal courts with IT facilities
being used for evidential" matters. Early reports suggest that savings in trial court
times have been made and the process is currently being evaluated.

It was agreed that lodging documentary productions electronically should be
optional not compulsory and will be introduced at the same time as the other
IT provisions. This will be incorporated into the project timetable.
The committee were advised of recent successes in implementing electronic
services within the tribunal service. The committee were invited to view the IT
systems. This was welcomed and Mr d'lnverno agreed to facilitate this.
Mr Morris agreed to request an overview of the Commercial Court IT system for
members and will arrange this with Mr Bruton.
Members agreed that the summary of additional consultation
appended to the final committee report for general information.

6.

responses

be

AOCB

The committee agreed that it is not appropriate to publish the interim report at the
moment. All consultation responses are available to the public and the full report to
the SCRC will be published in due course.
The Secretary will prepare an update of committee progress for the next SCRC
meeting.

7.

Date of next meeting

30 September 2005 at 10.00 am within Edinburgh Sheriff Court

