	Form 64D
	Intimation to child in respect of appeal to sheriff under section 44A of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995


	Rule 3.58D(4)
	Court ref. no.


	Dear [insert name by which child is known],
As you know, the chief social work officer at [insert location of local authority] decided that you [insert details of the decision to place the child into secure accommodation]. Not everyone agrees with that decision. Since it was not accepted by [insert name of person(s) who have appealed the decision], your case has been sent to a sheriff who will decide whether the decision made by the chief social work officer is correct.

WHAT THE SHERIFF DOES: A sheriff assists for lots of different reasons, but this time the purpose is to decide if the chief social work officer made the right decision. If the sheriff decides that the chief social work officer did make the right decision, the decision will be confirmed. If the sheriff decides that the chief social work officer made the wrong decision, the chief social work officer will be told that you should be moved to a new place to stay, which is not secure accommodation.
HEARING: The sheriff has set a date for hearing your case. The hearing will take place on [insert time and date of hearing] at [insert address of sheriff court]. [*You must attend court on that date or You do not have to attend court on that date, but you can attend if you want to.]

At the hearing the sheriff will listen to the evidence in your case, and will make a decision. This decision is very important for you [*and it is necessary for you to attend the hearing to tell the sheriff about your circumstances and how you feel. You might be asked some questions. You can be represented by a solicitor or another person].

*[IMPORTANT NOTE: IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU ATTEND on the date and time given. If an emergency arises and you cannot attend you must contact the Sheriff Clerk on (insert telephone number) because it is possible, if you do not attend, that you may be detained and kept in a safe place until a later date.]
*[The sheriff has said that you do not have to attend the hearing on [insert date] at [insert time] at [insert name and address of sheriff court], but if you want to go along to hear what is said at the hearing, then you can. If you do not want to go to court, you can still let the sheriff know what you think by filling in the attached form or you can write down what you want to say on a separate sheet of paper and send it back in the enclosed addressed envelope before [insert date], which is the date on which the sheriff will hear the appeal. If you would prefer, you can ask a lawyer to go to the hearing to tell the sheriff your views.]

If you are unsure about what to do you can get free legal advice from a lawyer or local advice agency or law centre about the appeal and about legal aid. The Scottish Child Law Centre can refer you to specially trained lawyers who can help you. They give advice on their free phone number (0800 328 8970) any time between 9.30am and 4.00pm Monday to Friday.
You will see that, along with this letter, there is a copy of the appeal to the sheriff and the sheriff’s order fixing the hearing. If you decide to get advice, or to ask someone to go with you to see the sheriff, make sure that you give them a copy of the appeal and the sheriff’s order.
(Signed)                                                                   (Date)

(*delete as appropriate)



	To the Sheriff Clerk:

I would like the sheriff to know what I have to say before he or she makes a decision (write what you want to say here, or you can use a separate piece of paper):

Your name: 
Your address:
Court reference number (if you know it):




