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SUMMARY JUSTICE REFORM TIMETABLE
UPDATE
July 2007

This update provides details of changes to the summary justice reform implementation timetable.

The Summary Justice Reform Programme Board met on the 21 June 2007 to take stock on overall progress towards implementation.

The Board noted that individual elements of the reforms are progressing well, but acknowledged concern that the window for end to end IT systems testing across criminal justice partners was simply becoming too short and therefore too high risk. 

It was therefore agreed to take a staged approach by moving the implementation date by 12 weeks for those elements of the reform project that are highly IT dependant. This will allow sufficient time for full end to end testing and will ensure that staff can fully complete their training and become familiar with new processes and procedures.

Reforms to be introduced in December 2007
* Establishing the new JP recruitment, training and appraisal committees
* Increased sentencing powers
* Reforms to bail and remand, and other procedural changes    

Reforms to be introduced in March 2008

* Court Unification in Lothian and Borders

* Transfer of collection and enforcement of Fiscal Fines and Fiscal compensation orders across Scotland to SCS

* Implementation of SCS Fines Enforcement Officers

Court Unification in Grampian Highlands and Islands and other sheriffdoms
There are no plans to change the date for the Grampian, Highland and Island implementation of court unification in April 2008, or for the planning assumption for the other 4 sheriffdoms in 2009/10.
There is much planning to be done to ensure we get the best value from the extra 12 weeks and the SCS summary justice team will keep you posted as this develops. 

If you require further information please do not hesitate to get in touch with Brian McBride – bmcbride@scotcourts.gov.uk
