SHERIFFDOM OF GLASGOW & STRATHKELVIN
PRACTICE NOTE NO 2, 2009

ADOPTION AND CHILDREN (SCOTLAND) ACT 2007:
GUIDANCE FOR SHERIFFS AND PRACTITIONERS

Purpose

1.

The purpose of this Practice Note is to secure the efficient management of
contested applications and other proceedings under the Adoption and Children
(Scotland) Act 2007 (“the Act™). It should be read subject to the detailed rules of
procedure to be found in the Sheriff Court Adoption Rules 2009 (“the Rules™) -
see the Act of Sederunt (Sheriff Court Rules Amendment) (Adoption and
Children (Scotland) Act 2007) 2009 (2009 SSI 284). It will be revised in light of

experience and any new primary or secondary legislation.

Commencement

2

This Practice Note applies to all applications lodged, or proceedings commenced,

on or after 28 September 2009.

Minimum of delay

e
)

It shall be the duty of the court to secure that all application and other proceedings
under the Act are dealt with as expeditiously as possible and with the minimum of
delay. Such applications and proceedings require the co-operation of all
concerned and active and firm case management by the sheriff throughout their

course.

Identity of sheriff

4.

Unless the sheriff principal otherwise agrees, the sheriff presiding at any stage in
the proceedings must be a sheriff of this sheriffdom. In the interests of continuity
and consistency in management, every stage of each case must, whenever

possible, call before the same sheriff.






