Act of Sederunt (Child Care and Maintenance Rules) Amendment (Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008) 2010 (S.S.I. 2010/137)
RULES NOTE
INTRODUCTION

This document relates to the Act of Sederunt (Child Care and Maintenance Rules) Amendment (Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008) 2010 (SSI 2010/137) which was made on 26th March 2010. It has been prepared by the Secretariat to the Sheriff Court Rules Council and outlines the reason for changes to the Child Care and Maintenance Rules in relation to Parental Orders.
CONTENT OF THE INSTRUMENT
This Act of Sederunt amends the Act of Sederunt (Child Care and Maintenance Rules) 1997 (the “1997 Act of Sederunt”) as a consequence of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (the “2008 Act”).
The 2008 Act received Royal Assent on 13th November 2008.  The 2008 Act amends the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (the “1990 Act”) and makes provision about the persons who in certain circumstances are to be treated in law as the parents of a child.  
Section 30 of the 1990 Act previously made provision for applications to court for parental orders.  Applications for parental orders in the sheriff court are provided for in Part VI of Chapter 2 of the 1997 Act of Sederunt.  Section 30 of the 1990 Act is being repealed by the 2008 Act.  Sections 54 and 55 of the 2008 Act create a new procedure for parental orders.  The new procedure is essentially the same, except that applications for parental orders will no longer be restricted to married couples.  
The Act of Sederunt makes new procedural rules for applications for parental orders under section 54 of the 2008 Act by substituting a new Part VI of Chapter 2 of the 1997 Act of Sederunt.
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It should be noted that this Rules Note is for information purposes only.
