Act of Sederunt (Sheriff Court Rules) (Equality Act 2010) 2010 (SSI 2010/340)
RULES NOTE
INTRODUCTION

This document relates to the Act of Sederunt (Sheriff Court Rules) (Equality Act 2010) 2010 (SSI 2010/340) which was made on 21 September 2010. It has been prepared by the Secretariat to the Sheriff Court Rules Council and outlines the reason for changes to the Ordinary Cause Rules, Summary Application Rules, Small Claim Rules and Summary Cause Rules.
CONTENT OF THE INSTRUMENT
The Act of Sederunt amends the Ordinary Cause Rules, Summary Application Rules, Small Claim Rules and Summary Cause Rules as a consequence of the Equality Act 2010 (“the 2010 Act”).  

The 2010 Act received Royal Assent on 8 April 2010.  The Act consolidates and harmonises the existing discrimination legislation for Great Britain in a single piece of legislation. A key concept of the Equality Act is the characteristics which are protected, namely age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation.  The 2010 Act also extends protection from discrimination because of age to the provision of goods, facilities and services and the exercise of public functions, where age discrimination was not so far prohibited.
The Act of Sederunt amends the relevant rules to reflect the changes introduced by the 2010 Act.  In particular, the rules are amended in the following terms:
· National Security – the Act of Sederunt restates the current rules in relation to national security so that they are made under the relevant power in the Equality Act 2010.
· Transfer of Proceedings – Section 140 of the 2010 Act allows proceedings to be transferred from a sheriff court to an employment tribunal and vice versa.  The Act of Sederunt amends the relevant rules to prescribe the procedure for transferring proceedings.

Paragraph 6 contains a savings provision of the existing rules where cases are ongoing or may be brought before the sheriff in terms of statutory instrument S.I. 2010/2317.

The Act of Sederunt comes into force on 1st October 2010.
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It should be noted that this Rules Note is for information purposes only.
