News Release 

(Issued on behalf of the Scottish Court Service) 

Monday 22 February 2010 
SINGLE COURT ADMINISTRATION ACROSS SCOTLAND 

-  SOUTH STRATHCLYDE, DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY COMPLETES UNIFICATION PROGRAMME 

From today (Monday 22 February), the Scottish Court Service is responsible for the administration of the former District Courts in the Sheriffdom of South Strathclyde, Dumfries and Galloway (SSD and G). The process of establishing new Justice of the Peace Courts administered by SCS began in March 2008 and the programme has continued on a Sheriffdom by Sheriffdom basis, concluding with SSD and G today. 
There are now 50 Justice of the Peace Courts in Scotland with around 450 serving Justices of the Peace.  Around 170 local authority staff have transferred to the Scottish Court Service since March 2008.

Arrangements for the new Justice of the Peace courts in South Strathclyde, Dumfries and Galloway are as follows:

· Dumfries, Kirkcudbright and Stranraer Justice of the Peace Courts will each sit in the Sheriff Court buildings in these towns. This reflects the current  District Court arrangements in each of these locations;
· Annan Justice of the Peace Court will sit in the former Annan District Court;
· Coatbridge, Cumbernauld, Hamilton, Motherwell and Ayr Justice of the Peace courts will each sit in the former District Court buildings in these towns;
· Lanark Justice of the Peace Court will now sit in Lanark Sheriff Court;
· Business from East Kilbride will transfer to Hamilton Justice of the Peace Court;

· Business from Girvan and Cumnock areas will transfer to Ayr Justice of the Peace Court
Chief Executive, Eleanor Emberson, said: “Included within other reforms to improve summary justice, our overall aim was to create an effective, integrated courts administration. With South Strathclyde, Dumfries and Galloway as the final Sheriffdom today we now have the full responsibility for summary criminal court administration throughout Scotland, with Sheriff and Justice of the Peace courts using a single IT system and shared support services.   
“In addition, the Scottish Court Service now has the responsibility to collect all financial penalties imposed by the Courts, Procurator Fiscal or police. Having one national organisation in full charge of fine collection makes it easier for people to pay fines and easier to know when people are trying to avoid paying so that action can be taken to collect the money.
 “I would like to pay tribute to everyone who has contributed to the process of unifying the administration of these courts. It is an extremely difficult task to balance all the interests and ensure a successful transition. This has involved a lot of co-operation from all the agencies concerned with justice in this large Sheriffdom. I would particularly like to thank all the staff involved - from the Court Service and the local authorities concerned - for their hard work and commitment to implementing these changes.” 

Notes for News Editors 
1. Previously District Courts were operated by local authorities. On unification they become Justice of the Peace Courts. The SCS is also responsible for the Court of Session, High Court, Sheriff Courts and Office of the Public Guardian 

2. On 18 January 2007 the enabling legislation in the Criminal Procedure etc (Reform) (Scotland) Act was passed unanimously by the Scottish Parliament and received Royal Assent on 22 February 2007. 

3. Court Unification is one aspect of the Scottish Government’s programme of summary justice reform, to ensure that the justice system operates effectively in tackling the low-level crime which can blight communities. 

4. For more information on the wider reform of summary justice visit: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/legal/criminalprocedure/19008
5. Unifying the administration of courts in Scotland has been a massive task involving:

· Taking over the functions of the Justice of the Peace courts from 30 local authorities including managing the transfer of all the information data from each of the systems in each of the areas;

· Managing the transfer of court buildings to the SCS estate with many requiring upgrading to make them suitable to accommodate Justice of the Peace court business;

· Upgrading and extending Sheriff Courts where Justice of the Peace Courts would be co-located or where new staff would be based;

· Negotiating  with, and managing the transfer of staff groups each with different structures, terms and conditions and pay scales; 

· Working with criminal justice partners, local authorities and community groups in each Sheriffdom to develop consult on and introduce local structures and solutions across each area. 
· Introducing new systems and recruiting and training legal advisors to support the new Justice of the Peace court structure;

· Setting up an entirely new system to administer and collect fines.
Justice of the Peace Court Locations 
	Coatbridge Justice of the Peace Court
	453 Main Street, 
Coatbridge, 
ML5 3RS 
Tel: 01236 751121

	Cumbernauld Justice of the Peace Court
	Bron Way, 
Cumbernauld, G67 1DZ
Tel: 0300 7900023

	Motherwell Justice of the Peace Court
	Windmillhill Street, 
Motherwell, 
ML1 1AB 
Tel:0300 7900035

	Hamilton Justice of the Peace Court
	Campbell Street, 
Hamilton, 
ML3 6AS 
Tel: 01698 282957

	Lanark Justice of the Peace Court
	24 Hope Street,
 Lanark, 
ML11 7NE 
Tel: 01555 661531

	Ayr Justice of the Peace Court
	Sheriff Clerks Office, 
Wellington Square, 
Ayr, 
KA7 1EE. 
Tel: 01292 268474

	Dumfries Justice of the Peace Court
	Buccleuch Street, 
Dumfries, DG1 2AN. 
Tel: 01387 262334 

	Annan 
	Council Offices, 
High Street Annan,
DG12 6AQ  
Tel: 01387 262334

	Kirkcudbright Justice of the Peace Court
	High Street, 
Kirkcudbright, 
DG6 4JW. 
Tel: 01557 330574 

	Stranraer Justice of the Peace Court
	Lewis Street

Stranraer 

DG9 7AA
Tel: 01776702138 


